
The Common Core Classroom

Instructional Strategy of the Week: “Expert Groups”
This strategy allows students to become an expert on a particular article, chapter, section, heading or 
subheading.  By chunking the text, the students have an opportunity to more closely engage in the text.  
This strategy will allow your students to break down key text while providing them an opportunity to share 
out with the class as a whole.

R1

Anchor Standards

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text.

R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the 
key supporting details and ideas.

Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a 
text.R3

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.

SL4

How to help students as they manage a reading task?
• Asking questions or creating prompts that help students experience the problems or events 

from the perspective of primary involvement.
• Helping students maintain reading focus with specific strategies such as “Expert Groups.” 
• Modeling and expecting student questions during reading as a way of maintaining purposeful 

reading.
• Using charts and graphic organizers to organize, document, and display group thinking, 

questioning, and learning (Expert Groups). 
• Using comparison/contrast to help student connect new to known. 
• Demonstrating fluent reading processes by monitoring reading and stopping when reading 

does not make sense.
• Giving students opportunities to document changes in thinking as new material is presented.
             - Dr. Janet Allen - Yellow Brick Roads



Divide up the reading to 
different groups.

Students will record key 
pieces of information.

Students will record 
important information 
from illustrations.

Students will identify key 
words from the text that 
are “important.”

Students will create 
questions that were not 
answered or questions 
as a result of the 
reading.



Janet�s 5-finger Rule 

Write down 
all of the 
headings. 

Write down 
all of the sub-

headings. 

Do a picture 
walk. Read the 1st 

paragraph. 

Read the last 
paragraph. 
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