
The Core Six 
Reading for Meaning



Reading for 
Meaning

What is it? 

A practice that helps students develop the 
skills that proficient readers use to make 
sense of rigorous texts.  

In friendlier terms: A reading strategy 
that uses simple statements to help 
students find and evaluate evidence and 
build thoughtful interpretations. 



How does it align to 
Common Core?

Using this strategy helps build these skills: 

Managing text complexity 

Evaluating and using evidence 

Developing the core skills of reading 

Finding main idea, making inferences, 
analyzing characters and content



Three phases of 
critical reading:

1. Previewing and 
predicting before  
reading 

2. Actively searching 
for relevant 
information during 
reading 

3. Reflecting on 
learning after reading. 



3 Reasons for Using 
Reading for Meaning

1. Text complexity 

2. Evidence 

3. The Core Skills of Reading



1. Text Complexity

Reading for meaning builds in all 
students the skills used by 
proficient readers to extract 
meaning from even the most 
rigorous texts



2. Evidence
Students cite specific evidence when 
offering an oral or written 
interpretation of a text. They use 
relevant evidence when supporting their 
own points in writing and speaking, 
making their reasoning clear to the 
reader or listener, and they 
constructively evaluate others’ use of 
evidence.



3. The Core Skills of 
Reading

Build and assess skills CC identifies 
as crucial to students’ success, 
including identifying main ideas, 
making inferences, and supporting 
interpretations with evidence. 



What the research says:
“Comprehension 
Instruction” 

Setting students up 
for failure 

Reading correctly 
and fluently does 
not mean they are 
comprehending!



Good Reading is Active Reading 

Excellent reading begins before the reading, 
continues during reading, and persists after 
reading is completed 

Comprehension involves a repertoire of skills, or 
reading and thinking strategies 

Making connections to background knowledge, 
drawing inferences, and determining importance 

These skills can be taught to nearly all readers 

Teaching students comprehension skills has “a 
significant and lasting effect on students’ 
understanding”



In Your Packet:

Implementing 
Reading for 
Meaning in the 
Classroom 

Step by step          
“how to”



Gettysburg Address
Statements: 

1. The primary goal of the speech was to honor the 
soldiers who had fought and died. 

2. Lincoln believed that our nation was at a 
crossroads. 

3. Lincoln took his listeners on a journey through 
time. 

4. Lincoln would agree that actions speak louder 
than words.  

5. The style of the speech (separate from its content) 
contributes to its power, persuasiveness, and beauty.



Supports/Refutes Organizer
Students use the organizer to help them stay focused 
on close reading and finding and citing evidence. 



Planning Considerations





Writing Extensions: 
Written Arguments

Use a reading for meaning statement to 
get started 

Students must draw heavily on the text to 
make their case 

A 3 X 3 Writing frame is a great tool to 
use to help students plan and structure 
arguments because it makes clear what 
the beginning, middle, and end of their 
argument needs to contain




